Digitalis.
(a.) Diuretic Action. ?Drs Brunton and Power show that the diuretic action of digitalis is not due to its power of increasing the blood-pressure in the arterial system. They assume that digitalis stimulates the vaso-motor nerves generally, but affects those of the kidney most powerfully. It thus causes excessive contraction of the renal vessels so as to stop the ch-culation and arrest the secretion of urine. As the action of the drug passes off, the vessels relax, and the renal arteries dilate more quickly and to a greater extent than the others. It is possible also that alterations in secretion may be partly due to 
